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My country is Ireland. It is an island west of England and it is divided in two parts: the northern part is part of the UK, and the part where I live is an independent republic.
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Name: The Republic of Ireland


Capital: Dublin


National emblem: shamrock


National anthem : The Soldier’s Song


Area : 81,638 sq.km


Population : approx. 4.5 M
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Irish people are world renowned for being friendly and fun-loving people.





Without any doubt pubs are the main places for socializing in Ireland, especially in the small towns. You can have a drink there, eat, dance, join a sing-song or listen to a group of musicians.


Food in pubs, known as “pub grub” is generally good and the prices are reasonable. It is a good place for meetings and conversations





Molly Malone





IRISH MUSIC





Music has always been very popular in Ireland. Irish people like to sing and play musical instruments, like the bodhran, the low whistle, the harp or the uilleann pipe.


U2 are a � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rock_music" \o "Rock music" �rock� band formed in � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dublin" \o "Dublin" �Dublin�, � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Republic_of_Ireland" \o "Republic of Ireland" �Ireland�. It’s probably the most famous band in the country. The band consists of � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bono" \o "Bono" �Bono�, � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Edge" \o "The Edge" �The Edge�, � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adam_Clayton" \o "Adam Clayton" �Adam Clayton� and Larry Mullen Junior. They have sold over 145,000 albums worldwide.








Hard Times





The great � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Famine_(Ireland)" \o "Great Famine (Ireland)" �famine� in the mid-1800s caused many deaths and an important emigration, especially to the USA





Hurling





 Irish  





 Stew





Irish music





Connemara





Hurling, like Gaelic football, is an outdoor team sport of Celtic origin. It is played with a stick called a hurley and a ball. There are 15 players in a team. It is very popular everywhere in Ireland.
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Saint Patrick is the patron saint of Ireland and he is celebrated on March 17th. The legend goes that he banished snakes from the island and evangelised the country.





Saint Patrick
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Irish stew is a traditional � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ireland" \o "Ireland" �Irish� dish made from � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lamb_(food)" \o "Lamb (food)" �lamb�, beef or � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mutton" \o "Mutton" �mutton�, as well as � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Potato" \o "Potato" �potatoes�, � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carrot" \o "Carrot" �carrots�, � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Onion" \o "Onion" �onions�, and � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parsley" \o "Parsley" �parsley�
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‘Molly Malone’ is a popular song that has become the unofficial anthem of Dublin City. It is usually sung by the Irish rugby team. The song tells the story of a beautiful fishmonger who worked in the streets of Dublin but died of fever at a very young age. You can see her statue in Grafton Street in Dublin.





Connemara is a district in the west of Ireland, west of County Galway. 


In this wild part of the country you can see mountains and lakes. Not many people live there, but there are a lot of white sheep! You can also go hiking or horse-riding there if you want.
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In � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irish_mythology" \o "Irish mythology" �Irish folklore�, a leprechaun is a type of male � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fairy" \o "Fairy" �fairy�, usually taking the form of an old man, wearing a green coat. They are very small and are shoemakers. They are solitary creatures and they enjoy jokes.








Leprechauns
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