LA VOZ PASIVA

	Active
	Passive (be + past participle)

(“be” se escribe en el tiempo verbal del verbo activo)

	I write letters (present simple)
	Letters are written

	I wrote letters (past simple)
	Letters were written

	I am writing letters (present continuous)
	Letters are being written

	I was writing letters (past continuous)
	Letters were being written

	I will write letters (future I)
	Letters will be written

	I am going to write letters
	Letters are going to be written

	I will be writing letters
	No tiene pasiva

	I will have written letters (future II)
	Letters will have been written

	I have written letters (present perfect)
	Letters have been written

	I had written letters (past perfect)
	Letters had been written

	I should write letters
	Letters should be written

	I would write letters (conditional I)
	Letters would be written

	I would have written letters (conditional II)
	Letters would have been written

	I must write letters
	Letters must be written

	I have to write letters
	Letters have to be written

	I can write letters (modal verb)
	Letters can be written

	I could write letters
	Letters could be written

	I might write letters
	Letters might be written

	I may write letters
	Letters may be written

	I used to write letters
	Letters used to be written


Passive sentences with two objects:
	He wrote a letter to me.
	A letter was written to me by him

	
	I was written a letter by him


We use the passive:
A. When we do not know who or what does something.

My car has been stolen. (We don’t know who stole the car).

B. When we are not interested in who or what does something.

Between takes he was helped to review the script.
(We are interested in the actor, not the people who helped him).

C. When we do not want to say who or what does something.

I’m afraid the door was left open.

(Compare this with: I’m afraid I left the door open).

