THE INFINITIVE:
Most verbs take the infinitive than the gerund.
	
	SOME VERBS (want, would like, ...) + TO + INFINITIVE
	
	
	

	*
	agree to
	I agree to go with them.
	
	
	

	*
	be able to
	He is able to do this by himself.
He is not able to do this by himself.
	
	
	

	*
	begin to
	I begin to work tomorrow.
	(same
meaning)
	begin -ing*
	I begin working tomorrow.

	*
	(can't) afford to
	I can't afford to go by plain.
	
	
	

	*
	continue to
	I continue to study English.
	(same
meaning)
	continue -ing*
	I continue studying English.

	
	decide to
	He decided to send the letter.
	
	
	

	*
	expect to
	I expect to receive the letter at any moment.
	
	
	

	
	forget to
	Don't forget to clean the kitchen before you leave.
	
	
	

	
	help to
	I'll help you to do the homework.
(It can be used with and without to: I'll help you do the homework.)
	
	
	

	
	hope to
	We hope to finish on time.
	
	
	

	
	learn to
	They are learning to play the piano.
	
	
	

	
	need to
	She doesn't need to buy this device. The computer already has it inside.
	
	
	

	
	offer to
	He offered to take me to the hospital.
	
	
	

	
	plan to
	They are planning to celebrate a big party for her birthday.
	
	
	

	*
	prefer to
	I prefer to go by car.
	(same
meaning)
	prefer -ing*
	I prefer going by car.

	
	pretend to
	He pretended to be rich, but he was broke.
	
	
	

	
	promise to
	He promised to call me later.
	
	
	

	
	refuse to
	They always refuse to come.
	
	
	

	
	remember to
	Remember to buy the cake for her party.
(= remember to do something later)
	(NOT same
meaning)
	remember -ing
	Do you remember meeting him last year?
(= remember something after it happened)

	
	seem to
	He seems to be right.
	
	
	

	*
	start to
	It started to rain.
	(same
meaning)
	start -ing*
	It started raining.

	
	try to
	I'm trying to find a job, but it's very hard with the crisis.
(=to attent to do or accomplish)
Try to be on time. (=make an effort)
	(NOT same
meaning)
	try -ing
	Why don't you try doing yoga?
(= experiment with something)

	
	want to
	I want to go to the party.
	
	
	

	
	would like to
	I would like to travel to Italy one day.
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	ADJECTIVE + TO + INFINITIVE
	
	
	

	
	I don't find it difficult to finish this by myself.
	
	
	

	
	It's important for me to arrive on time.
It's important to arrive on time.
	
	
	

	
	It's easy to read this map.
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	INFINITIVE OF PURPOSE: VERB + TO + INFINITIVETo say why you do something:
	
	

	
	I came to this school to learn English. NOT for learn English.
	
	

	
	Call the hotel to book a room.
	
	


The verbs with a * are the verbs which you are learning new this year. If you want to review what you learnt about the infinitives in Básico 2 click here: Básico 2 - Unit 5A: uses of the infinitive (with "to")

	USE THE INFINITIVE (WITHOUT TO): *
	

	1. after most modal and auxiliary verbs:
	can
	I can't sing.
	

	
	must
	We must go.
	

	
	should
	You should turn off the light.
	

	
	
	
	

	2. after make and let:
	make
	Make them come in.
	

	
	let
	Please, let me go out tonight.
	


THE GERUND:

Spelling rules for verb + -ing: 
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The 3 basic rules are:
1. infinitive form + -ing: be > being, go > going, send > sending, ...
2. mono-syllabic verbs (ending in consonant + vowel + consonant) double the final consonant + -ing: sit > sitting, get > getting, swim > swimming, ...
3. verbs ending in -e + -ing: have > having, live > living, write > writing, ...

In Básico 2 you learnt that: In British English it is much more common to use a gerund after like, love and hate especially when you are speaking about general likes and dislikes. (However an infinitive can be used without any real difference in meaning.), e.g. I like travelling, butwould like is followed by the infinitive, e.g. I would like to travel to Italy.
This year, in Intermedio 1, you are learning that there is a subtle difference in meaning: I like getting up early in the morning. (= I enjoy it); I like to get up early in the morning. (= I think it is a good idea to do this, but I don't necessarily enjoy doing it).

	
	SOME VERBS (enjoy, finish, hate, don't mind ... / phrasal verbs) + -ING
	
	
	

	
	don't mind
	I don't mind going with you. / I don't mind not being helped by him.
	
	
	

	*
	begin -ing
	I begin working tomorrow.
	(same
meaning)
	begin to
	I begin to work tomorrow.

	*
	continue
	I continue studying English.
	(same
meaning)
	continue to
	I continue to study English.

	
	enjoy
	I enjoy playing cards.
	
	
	

	
	finish
	I finished getting dressed two hours ago. /
Have you finished getting dressed?
	
	
	

	*
	give up
	I give up teaching you Maths.
	
	
	

	
	go on (=continue)
	I have to go on working until 9 o'clock.
	
	
	

	
	hate
	He hates getting up early.
	
	
	

	
	like
	I like having lunch in the park.
	
	
	

	
	love
	I love waking up on a sunny day.
	
	
	

	
	practise
	Practise your numbers repeating this activity a few times.
	
	
	

	*
	prefer
	I prefer going by car.
	(same
meaning)
	prefer to
	I prefer to go by car.

	
	remember
	Do you remember meeting him last year?
(= remember something after it happened)
	(NOT same
meaning)
	remember to
	Remember to buy the cake for her party.
(= remember to do something later)

	
	spend (time)
	He spends hours talking on the phone.
	
	
	

	
	start + ing
(is more common when
we talk about a habit or
a longer activity)
	I started reading Tom Sawyer's book last week.
I started working here in 1998.
When did you start playing the piano?
It started raining. (no difference in meaning)
	(same
meaning)
	start + to
	He started to sing when the teacher was still talking. (= you start doing something while something else is already in progress)
It started to rain. (no difference in meaning)

	
	suggest
	I suggest using this.
	
	
	

	
	stop
	Stop talking!
	
	
	

	
	try
	I always try to arrive on time.
Why don't you try doing yoga?
(= experiment with something)
	(NOT same
meaning)
	try to
	I'm trying to find a job, but it's very hard with the crisis.
(=to attent to do or accomplish)

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	When we use a veb as a noun: -ING
	
	
	

	
	Helping him is the most difficult thing I've ever done.
	
	
	

	
	Having a baby is the best experience I've had.
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	When we use a verb after preposition: + -ING
	
	
	

	
	I am good at learning other languages.
	
	
	

	
	I'm not afraid of flying with this bad weather.
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	



The verbs with a * are the verbs which you are learning new this year. If you want to review what you learnt about the gerund in Básico 2 
