.

	COMPARATIVES

	Adjectives

/ Adverbs
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	as … as
	John is as tall as Mary. / Flying is as comfortable as going by train.

	
	
	John drives as fast as Paul. / You drive as slowly as me.

	
	

	Adjectives

(to compare people and things)
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	-er than
	Tom is shorter than John.

My dog is bigger than yours.
My test is easier than yours.

Irregular: good > better, bad > worse, far > further.
	·1 syllable –er: short > shorter (except adj. ending in –ed: bored)
·cons.+vowel+cons.: big > bigger
·1/2 syllables cons.+y: dry>drier;easy>easier
· some adj.: clever, narrow, polite, quiet, simple, stupid.

	
	more … than
	Tom is more intelligent than John.
	·1 syllable adj. ending in –ed (bored, stressed)
·2 (-ing/-ful/-less) or more syllables
· some adj.: clever, narrow, polite, quiet, simple, stupid.
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	less … than
	Tom is less intelligent than John.
	· any number of syllables

	
	
	

	Adverbs

(to compare actions) 
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	-er than
	My car is faster than yours. / Irregular: well > better, hard > harder.
	·1 syllable –er

	
	more … than
	You drive more slowly than me.

Irregular: badly > worse.
	·2 syllables cons.+y: slowly>slowlier / more slowly


· as …as: is very common with much and many (I don´t eat as much as you. / I didn’t spend as much as you. / She knows as many people as I do.).
· the same as …: Your book is the same as mine.
· two-syllable adjectives: with a negative prefix ending in –y (unhappy, untidy) can go with –er / -est / more (unhappier, more unhappy, unhappiest).

· a bit …-er / a bit more…: to say that a difference is small (a bit cloudier / a bit more expensive).

· much …-er / much more…: to say that a difference is large (much busier / much more stressful).

· less … than (+ nouns): to compare items that you can’t count: water, information, etc. (for what you can count use fewer … than: books, glasses of water, etc.; I have fewer books than you.)
. Adverbs: the rules are very similar to adjectives. The only difference is that two-syllable adverbs ending in –y (slowly) form the comparative with more (more slowly, NOT slowlier).

.

	SUPERLATIVES
(often used with the present (ever) perfect)

	Adjectives
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	the -est
	The Eiffel Tower is the tallest place I’ve ever seen.

My dog is the biggest in the building.

This test is the easiest I’ve ever done.

Irregular: good > best, bad > worst, far > furthest.
	·1 syllable –est: tall> the tallest (except adj. ending in –ed: bored)
·cons.+vowel+cons.: big> the biggest
·1/2 syllables cons.+y: dry> the driest; easy> the easiest
· some adj.: clever, narrow, polite, quiet, simple, stupid.

	
	the most …
	Tom is the most intelligent in the class.

It’s the most beautiful house I’ve ever seen.
	·1 syllable adj. ending in –ed (bored, stressed)
·2 (-ing/-ful/-less) or more syllables
· some adj.: clever, narrow, polite, quiet, simple, stupid.
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	the least …
	Tom is the least intelligent in his class.
	· any number of syllables

	
	

	Adverbs
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	the -est
	My car is the fastest car, We’ve ever had.
Irregular: well > best, hard > hardest.
	·1 syllable –est

	
	the most …
	Who drives the most slowly in your family?

Irregular: badly > worst.
	·2 syllables cons.+y: slowly>slowliest / the most slowly


. Adverbs: the rules are very similar to adjectives. The only difference is that two-syllable adverbs ending in –y (slowly) form the superlative with the most (the most slowly, NOT slowliest).
