.
	OBLIGATION

OR

NECESITY
	have to (+ infinitive)
= have got to
	He has to get up at 7.00 every day. (external obligation)

Do you have to work on Sundays? (external obligation)

I have to start work at 9.00am (external obligation)

I have to wear a shirt and tie at work. (rule/obligation in this company)
I had to wear a uniform at my primary school. (rule/obligation at school)
You have to wear a seatbelt in a car. (law on roads)
You have to drive on the left in the UK. (law on UK roads)
You’ll have to get up early tomorrow. Your interview is at 8.30. (strong recommendation)
You have to see that film – it’s great. (strong recommendation)
	· To talk about all kinds of obligations. There’s often a general external obligation to do this (a rule, a law).

·all tenses (have to/ had to/ will have to).

· have got to (in spoken English), I’ve got to go now. It’s late.
· strong recommendations.

	
	must (+ bare infinitive)
	You must do your homework tonight. (specific (1 occasion) obligation)
You must be on time for class tomorrow – you have a test. (specific (1 occasion) obligation)
He must tidy his room before he goes out. (specific (1 occasion) obligation)
I must buy a new jacket – this one is too old now (my own decision)

I must remember to phone my boss in one hour, I want to speak with him. (my own decision)
You must see that film – it’s great.

You must talk to your teacher about the problem. (I think it’s very important you do this, see “should”)
	· there’s a specific (1 occasion) obligation to do this.
· there’s a personal obligation (decision) to do this.

· only must/ mustn’t.

· strong recommendations.

	
	need to (+ infinitive)
	I need to buy an extra t-shirt for the trip.

Did he need to ask her to help him?
	· to talk about things that are necessary.

· all tenses (need to/needed to/will need to)


.

	NO OBLIGATION / NO NECESSITY
	don’t have to
	You don’t have to go to the party it you don’t want to. (no obligation)
You don’t have to pay for the tickets. They’re free. (not necessary)
You don’t have to drive – we can get a plane. (not necessary)
	·lack of obligation or necessity.
·all tenses (don’t have to/ didn’t have to/ won’t have to).

	
	don’t need to
	You don't need to go to school at the weekends. (It's closed)
	·lack of necessity.
·all tenses (don’t need to/ didn’t need to/ won’t need to).

	
	needn’t (+ bare infinitive)
	She needn't come with us if she doesn't want to. (no obligation)

We needn’t go into details now, but we seem to agree on the general principles. (not necessary)

	Don't need to = external lack of necessity.

Needn't = a specific or one occasion permission.

Needn't and don't need to usually have the same meaning.


.
	PROHIBITION
	mustn’t (+ bare infinitive)
	You mustn’t drink that soda – it’s for the party.

You mustn’t touch it. It’s dangerous.

You mustn’t smoke in class. (against the law)
You mustn’t drive along this street. (against the law)
You mustn’t park here. = You can’t park here. You’re not allowed to park here.
	·prohibition (against the law).
Mustn’t and can’t mean the same thing.


.

	ADVICE
	should / shouldn’t (+ bare infinitive)
	You should pay more attention in class if you want to pass the exam.

People with high cholesterol should eat low-fat food.

John shouldn’t smoke so much. It’s not good for his health.

You shouldn’t drive too fast if you want to arrive in one piece.
	· to give advice, or to say what we think is the right thing for ourselves or for someone else to do.

	
	ought to / oughtn’t to
	You ought to wear a warm jacket.

He ought to drink more water.
	· to give advice.

The meaning is the same as should.

	
	must / have to
	You must go to the doctor’s if you feel ill.

We have to responsibly select energy-efficient cars.
	· to give strong advice (when we think it’s very important that someone does something).


